Your Brain on Art
The intersection of art and science on display at Westport Arts Center's
"Neuroculture" exhibit through May 25

by Lorraine Gengo - May 4, 2006

Neuroculture: Visual Art and the PHOTOS C/O WESTPORT
Brain ARTS CENTER

Through May 25, an exhibition curated
Suzanne Anker and Giovanni Frazzetto
presented by Westport Arts Center, 51
Riverside Ave., Westport, 222-7070,
www,westportartscenter.org.

In 1906, the Nobel Prize for Physiology and
Medicine was jointly awarded to Camillo e )
Golgi and Ramon y Cajal for their separate Andre:v Carnie's "Magic
efforts to develop a way to visualize the Forest" shows the microcosm
architecture of the central nervous system. By 25 macrocos.
impregnating nervous tissue with silver, they '/
were able to "stain" neurons so that structural
details of the brain and spinal cord, and the
flow of information between them, were
rendered visible to observation for the first
time.

Flash forward 100 years to April, 2006, and . i
Andrew Carnie's installation, "Magic Forest  Hanneke van Velzen's
(2002)," on display for the first time in the symmetrical "Treetops."
United States at Westport Arts Center in an - -
exhibition entitled "Neuroculture: Visual Art
and the Brain." A section of the gallery has
been tented off with heavy white muslin, and
there's a small black arrow with the word
"Enter" on it pointing to the opening flap of
the tent. Inside, there's a slide projector and
three folding chairs. The machine projects a
series of images onto three screens made of
diaphanous voile material hung one behind the Suzanne Anker's sensual

next. There's another projector and set of portrayal of an idea, "Origins
chairs on the other side of the screens, as if of Consciousness or Bio-Blots
reflected in a mirror. The images displayed on and Other Matters."

the screens are sequenced so that one sees the

same image twice--first as projected by the machine in closest proximity to the
viewer, and then again as projected by the mirror machine, so that at first the
images appear bright and "real" and then seem to dissolve or become ethereal,






