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It's all in the mind: Westport exhibit
unites art, neuroscience
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The Westport Arts Center wants to pick your
brain.

If you doubt that art can be wedded to
neuroscience, take a scan of the
unprecedented exhibition, "Neuroculture: Visual
Art and the Brain."

By means of paintings, sculpture, photography,
installation and video, the show, opening today,
delves into the philosophical and social
importance of neuroscience: How nerves and
nervous tissues reflect upon behavior and
learning. The 26 works by 13 artists will each
be paired with historical and scientific data
regarding research into the brain and
consciousness. This exhibit is free.

"The show is really the first exploration that has
been done on this kind of relationship," says art
historian Tom O'Connor, co-chair of the art
center's Visual Arts Committee and teacher at
the School of Visual Arts in Manhattan.

Artist, art historian, theorist and educator
Suzanne Anker (who also teaches at the
school) co-curated the exhibit with
neuroscientist Giovanni Frazzetto. For the past
decade, Anker's work has centered on how
decoding the human genome affects artistic
expression and contemporary art.

O'Connor says Anker's interest has evolved to
technologies such as PET and CT scans and






